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REPORT 

OP THE 

INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION BOARD 

FOE IRELAND . 

FOR THE YEAR 1902. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY WILLIAM HUMBLE, v 
EARL OF DUDLEY. 



LORD EIEUTEN ANT- GEN KRAL AND GENERAL QOVEENOIl OV IRELAND 



May it pi, ease Your. Excellency, 

We the Commissioners of Intermediate Education (Ireland), 
submit to your Excellency this our Twenty-fourth Report. 

The number of students who gave notice of their intention to ' 
present for examination in 1902 was : — 



Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


G,545 


2,509 


t 

9,054 



being an increase of 231, or 3'7 per cent., in the- case oi boys 
and a decrease of 1, or -04 per cent., .in the case of. girls and 
a total increase of 2 6 per cent, .on the corresponding numbers 
in 1901; and a total increase of 9 2 per cent on the corresponding 
numbers iu 1900. 
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In the last ten yearfithe numbers were respectively as 
follows : — 



Year. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


1 

Total. 


1893 


5,730 


1,856 


7,586 


1894 


6,279 


2,067 


8,346 


' 1896 i 


■ 6,765 S 


H 2,263 


9,018 


1890 


7.04:0 


2,384 


9,424 


1897 


7,182 


2,423 


9,605 


1898 


7,227 


2,627 


9,854 


1899 


6,164 


2,231 


8,395 


1900 


G,093 


2,194 ' 


8,287 


1901 


0,314 


2,510 


8,824 


1902 


6,545 


2,509 


9,054 



„ m , , The number of students who presented themselves for exami- 

See lable • * 

!• 1 nation in 1902 was : — 



Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


G,087 


2,292 


8,379 



“V being an increase 'of 258, «r4 - 4 per cent., hi the eaie'of boys, and 
* -"an- increase of &, or T7 percent, in' the case of girls, and a 
total increase of 262, or 3‘2 pe)> cent.', on the corresponding 
;j |! ‘‘numbers in 1901. ‘ ' ' . 
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In the last tea years the numbers were respectively as 
I follows: — 



Year. 


Boy3. 


Girls 


’ Total. 


1893, 


5,265 


1,709 


6,974 


1894, . 


5,816 


1,866 


7,682 


1895, . 


6,267 


2,056 


8,323 


1896, 


6,503 


2,208 


8,711 


1897, . 


6,661 


2,216 


8,877 | 


1898, . 


6,705 


2,368 


9,073 1 


1899, 


5,726 


2,042 




7,768 


1900, 


5,611 


1,997 


7,608' 


1901, 


5,829 


2,288 


8,117’ 


1902, ‘ . 


6,087 


2,292 


8,379 



The examinations for 1902, which commenced on 'lVth dune See 
and extended over twelve^days, were held at 256 centres, in 98 y PP< ““ Ilx 
different localities. .. . ; 



The following Table shows the distribution of Centres between 
the Four Provinces : — 



Centres. 


Leinster. 


Ulster. 


Munster. 


Connaught. 


Totals. 


Centres for BoyB, . 


68 


36 


55 


12 


171 


Centres for Girls, . 


- . 28 - 


23 


... 15 - ■ ‘ 




■•■.-To; 


Joint Centres for 
Boys and Girls, . 


G 


7 


2 


- 


15 


Total, 


. 102 


66 


72 £ 


16 . 


i 256 
— f 



One hundred and eighty-one gentlemen and eighty; ladies 
were employed as Centre Superintendents, being an average 
of one Superintendent to every 32 students examined. - 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





get Tabla 

a 



viii Report of the Intermediate Education Board for Ireland. 

The number of students who passed the Examinations in 1902 
was : — 



Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


3,695 


1,243 


4,938 



In the last ten years the numbers were respectively as 
follows : — 



Year 


Boy3. 


Girls, 


Total. 


1893, 


3,041 


955 


3,996 


1894, 


3,419 


1,104 


4,523 


1895, 


3,783 


1,190 


4,973 


1896, 


3,753 


1,213 


4,966 


1897, 


4,134 

.. 


1,404 


6,638 . 


./ 1898, ... • 


4,196’ 


1,440 . 


5,636 


1899, 


3,896 


1,410 


'5,306 


1900, 


3,799 


1,515 


5,314 


1901, 


3,762 


1,580 


5,332 


1902, 


3,695 


1,243 


4,938 



The proportion per cent, of those examined who passed in 1902 
was: — 



Boys. 


Girls. 


Boys and Girls. 


60-7 


54-2 


58-9 
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The proportions in the last ten years were respectively as 
follo-ws : — 



Year. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Boy3 and Girls. 


1893, 


57*7 


55*9 


57-3 


1894, 


58-8 


59-2 


58-9 


1895, 


60-4 


57-9 


59-8 


1896. 


57-7 


54-9 


57- 


1897, 


62-1 


63-3 


62-4 


1898, 


62-6 


60-S 


62-] 


1899, 


68- 


69- 


68-3 


1900, 


67-7 


75-9 


69-8 


1901, 


6,4-4 


69- 


65-7 


1902, 


60-7 


54-2 


58-9 



The number of students to whom were awarded Exhibitions s ee Table 
in the Senior, Middle, and Junior Grades was : — v. 

Boys, 189 ; Girls, 60 ; Total, 249. 



The number of students to whom were awarded prices in seo Table 
hooks, Bnle 47, was : — VI. 

Boys, 190; Girls, 60; Total, 250. 



The number of students to whom were awarded prizes (in Set Table 
books) for Composition under Rule 48 was : — vn ' 

Boys, 64 ; Girls, 56; Total, 120. 

Fifty-two Medals (bronze) were awarded to Boys and to Girls for 8“ Table 
excellence in special subjects. IX ' 

The values of the Burke Memorial Prizes awarded in 1902 
were : — 

Boys — Girls — 

First Prize, £14 18s. 4d. j Prize, £9 3s. 4ri. 

Second Prize, £9 3s. id. | 

The amount of the School Grant paid to managers of schools 
on account of the Examinations in 1902 was £57,513 4s. 5d. 



1 

i 
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The number of schools participating in the Grant in 1902 was 
268 mixed schools of boys and girls, each of which was hitherto 
counted as two schools, are now regarded as one school. 

The following Table shows the distribution of the School 
Grant between the Four Provinces, and the number of schools in 
each province, to the managers of which the School Grant was 
paid : — 



Provinces, 


Total Amount of School 


No. of Schools. 




Grant. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Mixod 

Schools 




Leinster, 


£ s. d. 

22,922 17 6 


61 


35 


3 


99 


Ulster, 


15,829 8 0 


28 


29 


26 


83 


Munster, 


15,281 15 4 


47 


17 


3 


67 


Connaught, . 


3,479 3 7 


12 


5 


2 


19 


Gross Total, . 


57,513 4 5 


148 


86 


34 


268 



Finance. 

The separate Accounts of the Board designated the “ Original 
Endowment” and “Local Taxation” Accounts, were early in the 
year 1902 consolidated into one account — the Account of the 
Intermediate Education Board for Ireland — pursuant to the 
Intermediate Education (Ireland) Act, 1900, and Buie 71, Buies 
and Programme, 1902. ■ 

The Balance Sheet of the Board for the year 1902, shows 
a surplus of £19,535 7s. 9d. (including £1,676 5s. 3d, 
Income Tax, to be refunded). From this must be deducted 
£1,166 13s. 4 d the uninvested surplus of 19.01, leaving a net 
surplus of £18,368 14s. 5d Against this net surplus there is an. 
offset of £21,447 8s. 8d, transferred from the Local Taxation 
Account at the time of consolidation! Of this amount £788 16s. 5 d 
is the Income received on this latter Account up to that timer 
The excess of Expenditure over Income is thus £2,289 17s. lOd 

This sum must, however, be reduced by £1,635, . amount 
advanced by the Board to Managers of Schools, to enable them 
to provide equipment and appliances for the teaching of Practical 
Science. The net excess of Expenditure over Income in the 
year 1902 is, therefore, £654 17s. lOd to which may be added 
liabilities estimated at £850. 
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Ixsfectoes. 

The Board desire to bring prominently under the notice of 
your Excellency the necessity, in the interests of Intermediate 
Education, of bringing into operation at as early a period as 
may he possible an efficient system of inspection by the ap- 
pointment of a staff of permanent inspectors. 

For upwards of live years the Board, with the warm approval 
of His Excellency the late Lord Lieutenant, continuously 
laboured towards this end. 

So far back as the 25th January, 1898, they passed a reso- 
lution that, as the result of their experience of the working of 
the system established by the Act, they felt satisfied that there 
were many defects in the system, with several of the more 
serious of which they were powerless to deal under the existing 
statutes ; and they therefore requested His Excellency to con- 
stitute the members of the Board, with such others, if any, as 
he might think fit, a Commission to inquire into the system, 
and into its practical working, and to report whether any 
enlargement of their statutory powers was desirable, with a view 
to an improvement of the system. His Excellency complied 
with this request of the Board, and by Warrant of 80th May, 
1898, constituted the Commission. 

After a laborious inquiry, the Commissioners presented their 
final Report to His Excellency on the 11th August, 1899, and 
the most important recommendation in this Report was the 
establishment of a system of inspection of Intermediate 
Schools. 

The recommendations in this Report were approved by His 
Excellency, and early in the Session of 1909, the then Chief 
Secretary submitted to the House of Commons a Bill which, 
had it been passed as then framed, would have empowered 
the Board, with the assent of the Lord Lieutenant, to make any 
modification they thought proper in the then existing system 
which would have been consistent with the Conscience Clause. 
Opposition, however, was taken to the Bill, and, as an opposed 
Bill would not have had any chance of becoming law during 
that Session, the then Chief Secretary consented to the powers 
sought to be conferred by the Bill being limited to such as 
were necessary to carry into effect tlie recommendations of 
the Report, and. in this shape the Bill passed into an Act. 

This Act, per sa, rendered inspection necessary, ^ and, if it 
remains unaltered, would have involved the appointment of 
permanent Inspectors, but it did not necessarily follow from it 
that the results of inspection should be adopted as factors in 
estimating the amount of the School Grant. According to the 
peculiar wording of the Recommendation (7, D), the latter 
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depended upon the practical results of inspection being satis- 
factory. Accordingly temporary Inspectors were appointed in 
the first instance, and by their reports the Board were satisfied 
that the inspection which took place during last year caused a 
marked improvement in the schools and in the efficiency of their 
teaching, and that such improvement would be progressive if 
the inspection continued; and by No. 56 (B.) of their Rules 
sealed on the 10th day of May, 1902, they prescribed bonuses 
of 10 per cent, and 20 per cent, respectively upon the School 
Grant for schools which, upon the report of the Inspectors, 
should appear to be “ satisfactory,” or “ highly satisfactory.” 
This Rule was sanctioned by His Excellency the late Lord 
Lieutenant, and thereby acquired the force of the Act of Parlia- 
ment under which it was framed, and it is the clear opinion of 
the Board that it cannot continue to be in abeyance. 

When this Rule was made it was the unanimous opinion 
of the Board that it could not be carried into efi'ective 
operation without the appointment of a staff of permanent 
Inspectors, and, consequently, on the conclusion of the tem- 
porary inspection the Board, on 30th June, 1902, made applica- 
tion to His Excellency the then Lord Lieutenant for his sanc- 
tion and that of the Treasury to the constitution of a permanent 
staff of these officers, and they submitted in detail their pro- 
posals with regard to the tenure of the offices, and the duties 
and salaries to be attached to them. 

Some correspondence having passed between the Under- 
secretary to your Excellency and the Board in reference to 
these proposals, a reply, dated 5th December, 1902, was re- 
ceived from the Under-Secretary informing the Board that the 
Lord Lieutenant thought it best that the Board’s scheme for 
the establishment of a permanent staff of Inspectors should 
stand over till uext year, to admit of its fuller consideration. 

The Board, by their reply to the Under-Secretary of 17th 
December, 1902, proposed that, pending the consideration of 
their scheme by His Excellency during the course of the then 
next year, provision should be made for inspection during the 
current year, by sanction being given by His Excellency and 
the Treasury to the re-appointment, for such year, of the tem- 
porary Inspectors of last year, at their former rates of remune- 
ration ; and that in the event of the re-appointment of any of 
these gentlemen being impossible or inexpedient, his place 
should be filled, upon the same terms, by another, to he selected 
with the approval of His Excellency. 

In reply to this letter, a letter dated 13th January, 1903, 
was received from the Under-Secretary conveying the approval 
of their Excellencies the Lords Justices and the Treasury to the 
proposal of the Board to make provision for inspection during 
the current year by the re-appointment of the temporary Inspec- 
tors of last year. 
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The Board accordingly proceeded at once to re-appoint as 
many of tlie Inspectors of last year as were available, and 
three of these gentlemen, and one newly appointed, are now 
carrying on the work of inspection. 

The Board, however, feel as strongly as they have ever done 
that the interests of Intermediate Education are suffering from 
the absence of permanent Inspectors, and they venture to hope 
that as nearly another year has now elapsed since their scheme 
for the appointment of these officers was submitted to the late 
Lord Lieutenant, it may receive your Excellency’s considera- 
tion as soon as the exigency of other public business will permit. 



RESULTS OE THE EXAMINATIONS. 

In the year 1902 the usual pamphlets of the results of the 
examinations, giving the names and addresses of the students, 
and the marks obtained by them in the different subjects of 
examination were not published, but the Board, in accordance 
with Rule 55 for that year, informed Managers of Schools, 
individually, early in September, of the result of the examination 
of their students. 

The Board subsequently came to the conclusion that taking 
into consideration the character of the pass examination contem- 
plated by the rules for 1902, the average of the marks obtained 
at the examinations and the percentages of passes showed that 
unforeseen difficulties had arisen in carrying out the new system 
of examination. Accordingly by an order given under its 
common seal, 23rd October, 1902, the Board reduced to 30 per 
cent, the standard required for passing in all subjects of the 
Programme in which that standard had been fixed at 40 per 
cent., except in the case of English Composition, 

A new edition of the results in pamphlet form was then 
prepared and issued, in which the names and schools of the 
students were omitted, and their examination numbers only 
were given. 

The proportion of candidates examined, who passed in the year 
1902, after the revision of the marks was 58'9 per cent. 

The per-centages of students examined in the different grades 
who passed were, compared with the per-centages in 1901, as 
follows : — 



GRA.DE. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


1902. 


1901. 


1902. 


1901. 


Preparatory, 


54'9 


65-8 


53'4 


65*1 


Junior, 


60-5 


597 


51-1 


66*2 


Middle, . 


67-9 


71*8 


57-0 


74*. 


Senior, 


812 


79-8 


76-1 


84*1 
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REPORTS OF EXAMINERS. 

Greek. 

In the examination for Honours there was a marked improve- 
ment in Composition and unprescribed translation in the Senior 
and Middle Grades. It looks as if the abandonment of a set course 
for Honour Candidates had already begun to have a good effect 
In the Junior Grade (where there is a prescribed course), the im- 
provement in Composition was slight (if any), but the unpre- 
scribed translation was certainly better than I remember it to 
have been. The preparation of the prescribed books was on the 
whole good, but answering in the prescribed books has not 
sufficed to secure Honours for candidates really bad in Composition 
and Grammar. This, it seems to me, is as it should be. 

In all the Grades candidates who rendered the prose pieces 
with fair correctness were utterly unable to deal with the verse 
passages. 

As regards the Pass candidates at this examination two con- 
siderations must be borne in mind (1.) As this is the first fame 
the Honour Students were examined separately, the average 
answering on the Pass papers was naturally lower, and a lower 
standard of marking had to be adopted. This would make 
any comparison with other years difficult and misleading. 
(2.) This is the first time the altered programme has come into 
operation; and those teachers whose idea of teaching Greek 
(or Latin) was setting their pupils to learn bits of translation 
by rote have, in many cases, failed as yet to discover a more 
excellent way. The alterations have been successful in pre-. 
venting a large number of passes being obtained without any 
real knowledge of the language, but it will take time for a 
more intelligent method to he generally adopted — for the false, 
method to be supplanted by the true. The heads of schools 
must find that it will he for their interest to insist on better 
scholarship in their assistants and to pay them better. In the 
majority of cases Greek cannot be learned without intelligent 
aid, but there is no reason why any ordinary lad who was soundly 
taught even small portions of Greek should not have passed 
creditably on these papers. No papers can be made easy enough 
to secure respectable answering from students so unprepared or 
ill-prepared as to be unable to write a Greek sentence — or even 
a Greek word — without hideous blunders; no ‘easy marking’ 
or lowering of the standard will enable such to pass on 
papers of moderate difficulty. For instance, in the Middle 
Grade scarcely any of the candidates had any knowledge of the 
language of the Greek drama. If they had mastered the 
dialogue of even one Greek play it is impossible to think that 
they could have stumbled at such common words as /uvfljrand 
/jipo c. Some of those who attempted the passage translated both 
these words as ' wine ’, evidently confusing /xvBu> with /ieflu and 
fitpoe with the Latin merum. In each grade there were a few 
students whose-papers were excellent, who should have presented 
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themselves for honours and probably were prevented from doino- 
so only by accidental causes. To them these remarks do not 
apply. There were others who gave evidence of having been 
fairly taught, but the answering on the whole was dis- 
appointing. 

In the Junior Grade, again, was illustrated the futility of 
trying to learn Greek by learning off translations. The passages 
from the prescribed hook were fairly done, though such atrocities 
as, “<L TO from Kparotam accomplishing tytXipuv ipyur useful 
works, were not uncommon. The composition showed o-reat 
weakness, the best of arts, apurrov tuv dp-wv ! “about industry” 

0<X<w »w f (SI evidently confounded with de). The parsing was 
not good. The attempts at the unseen passage were poor. 

In the Pi eparatoiy Grade also . the history does not appear to 
have been intelligently taught. “ Gylon — in India "—" Sardis 
near Athens, where Thermopyl® defeated the Persians” 
—“Here the Persians were defeated by Xerxes ’’are instances 
of the rubbish amongst which one had to hunt for grains of 
truth. 8 

The attempts at the unseen passage were in most cases very 
feeble. 

R. Y. Tyrrell, Advising Examiner. 



Latin. 

. Senior Grade. — In the translation from English into Latin 
about fifty .per cent, of the candidates showed a good grasp of Latin 
idiom. It seems manifest, however, that the teachers, as a whole, 
make little use of. their authors in their classes for Latin Com- 
position. If pupils were got to note useful passages, and to 
commit them to memory, and if exercises requiring a knowledge 
of such passages were constantly set for them, teachers would 
very soon observe a quickening in their pupils’ powers of 
observation, and a gratifying improvement, not merely in their 
knowledge of Latin style, but in their general interest in the 
language. 

The passages for translation into English were done remark- 
ably well by the majority of the Honours’ candidates. Even the 
difficult passage from Juvenal was accurately rendered in not 
a few instances. The Pass Students, on the other hand, were 
so unsatisfactory that one cannot help concluding that there 
must be a great deal of inaccurate teaching in the country. 

In the history, a large number of hoys seemed to know 
nothing about die Roman wars in Germany, except the defeat of 
Varus. . A good many, apparently, did not read a line beyond the 
death of Augustus. The girls knew their history far better. 

The Latin verse was a complete failure, only one candidate 
securing the increase of marks allowed. 
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Middle Gr4.de. — Except in some minor details, the answering 
in this Grade* corresponded very closely, in all respects, with 
that in the Senior Grade. Livy and Horace, however, are ap- 
narentlv easier for the Senior Grade than Virgil and Cicero for 
the Middle. The Pass candidates signalised themselves chiefly 
hv all kindn of mistakes in Grammar. Mere slipshod teaching 
alone will hardly explain the fact that in this Grade as well as 
in the Senior a large number of candidates did not know the 
difference between talis and qualis ; that they seemed to regard 
all supines as declinable, and to consider that quod must always 
mean “because.” 

The Roman History was better done than in the Senior 
Grade, the answering of both boys and girls being alike satis- 
factory. 

In Latin verse, one candidate was awarded the ten per cent, 
allowed. 

Junior Grade— Honours.— The Latin Composition showed 
a good deal of promise. Still, a large number of boys were 
evidently over-classed, and should have been m the Pass section. 

The translation of passages from the prescribed books was, as 
might be expected, very satisfactory, a large number of candi- 
dates giving entirely accurate versions. The translation at sight 
was rather well done. 

The answering in History was excellent. Of course, the 
paper was very easy, but, apart from accuracy, the answers were 
generally concise and well expressed. 

Nearly half the candidates attempted Latin verse, but only 
seven succeeded in writing just one correct hexameter. 



Pass —In the Latin Composition, the sentences, each of which 
required a knowledge of some ordinary Latin idiom, were well 
rendered by the majority of the students. 

The prescribed author, Livy IX., 1-31, was not well known 
All kinds of mistakes were made. One is forced to the con- 
clusion that the author was too difficult. The Grammar ques- 
tions were well answered. 

Most of the candidates made out the translation at sight with 
fair success. The history had evidently been neglected. 

Preparatory Grade. — The answering in Latin Composition 
was poor. Insufficient attention was paid to the subject by 
the Teachers. They did not seem to realise that the large 
number of marks allotted _ to this section of the programme 
would prove disastrous to ill-taught pupils. 

The translation of the prescribed passages was fairly well 
done. But, still, it was felt that a large number of pupils had 
simply committed the translation to memory. Teachers are 
warned that, in future, passages may be set from which phrases 
or even entire sentences may be omitted. 
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The translation at sight was in many cases extremely well 
done — i.e., by those who succeeded in scoring Pass marks on the 
sections already referred to. The failure to translate correctly 
such words as “ militaribus,” “ perierunt," “ incolwm.es’’ showed 
that Teachers had confined themselves too closely to the pre- 
scribed book, with its limited vocabulary. 

The answering in History was unsatisfactory. 

M. Sheehan, Advising Examiner. 



English Composition. 



This year English Composition was examined on anew system. 
The Board prescribed courses oi authors for home reading, and 
gave notice to the schools that either the subject, or the treat- 
ment, of the composition exercise would be suggested by the 
works prescribed. 



The intention of the Board seems to have been misunderstood 
by many teachers. It was obvious that pupils had been made to 
study the authors too minutely ; and, in this study, the memory 
had been exercised more than the reason. Middle Grade candi- 
dates, in not a few instances, were able to reproduce textually the 
whole of Thackeray’s essay on Sterne. Several Senior Grade 
Candidates repeated with the same exact fidelity an entire 
chapter of Newman’s “ Idea of a University.” In most cases tha 
long passages, copied with such exactness, had little or no refer- 
ence to the matter in hand, yet the student was seemingly unaware 
of the irrelevance, or had not learned to consider irrelevance a 
fault. The time spent on committing to memory choice pieces ot 
literature is never wholly wasted ; but one must regre a 
more time was not spared from this practice for cultivating a 
sense of proportion and order. Few of the candidates had been 
made to understand the value of structure m an essay, or the 
necessity for devoting time and thought to the preliminary and 
preparatory stage of the work ot composition. 



It was clear, too, that in very many schools the teachers had 
tried to forecast what subjects the muratr would select J ot 
the composition exercise, and had drilled their pnp frnJnast 
duce prepared essays on those subjects. Thong , 

proved to be at fault, the candidate, m nowise defied, trans- 
cribed the essay with which be had been cramme . . ' . P,. 

to defeat the purposes of examination by^such 0 

prophesy and cramming was not confined to e ’ 

Fully one-third of the Middle Grade candidates had been pre 
pared according to this simple method. 

It is due to the remaining schools in winch the new system 
was understood, to add that their pupils gave , , , 

been carefully trained. The improvement notable m the bes. 



Printed 



image digitised by the University Of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




xviii Report of the Intermediate Education Board for Ireland. 

essays as compared with the best essays of previous years shows, 
that if worked as intended by the Board, the present system 
will produce excellent results. 

William Magennis, Advising Examiner. 



English. 

Two factors contributed to make the examinations in English 
of 1902 somewhat severer than usual : the courses were longer 
and more difficult, while the time allotted to the subject was re- 
duced by one-half. 

For the majority of the Preparatory and of the Junior Grade 
Candidates the difficulty of passing was further increased by 
their teachers. In pursuance of a scheme of speculative selection 
they had been made to ignore the more advanced of the works 
prescribed, whereas the examination paper had to deal with the 
programme in its entirety. Had it not been tor the liberal pro- 
portion of marks assigned to History and Geography, the. per- 
centage of failures in the lower grades must have risen consider- 
ably. Here, as in the case of English Composition, a systematic 
attempt was made on the part of some teachers to secure rewards 
tor then- schools without honestly fulfilling the requirements ot 
the Board. 

The more extended course of reading and study prescribed 
was intended to raise the level of English scholarship in Jntei- 
mediate schools. It was calculated to promote a better method 
of teaching English ; to induce teachers to treat a piece ot litera- 
ture as literature, and not as a mere pretext lor cramming 
pupils with scraps of miscellaneous information. For many sc 1 
masters the note is of much more importance than the tex , 
loading a child’s memory with annotations is thought equivalent to 
educating him. To say that sixty per cent. ^ Preparatory 
Grade, and about thirty to thirty-live per cent, of Jumoi Gra 
pupils are thus crammed, may seem an exaggeration, y 
statement is true. English is better taught to children o 
sponding age who attend the average National school. 

Several hoys in these lower grades obtained full marks, 
proves that at least for talented pupils, properly taught, t 
programme was not too exacting. That so low a . 
reached by the majority seems the fault of incompeten 
tors. There is surely something wrong with the teaching f 
school whose Middle Grade candidates presenting themselves ' V 
examination in Newman’s Verses were unable to answer 
question on the meaning and the metrical structure o , 
Kindly Light;” and what is to he said of the teachers w 
not awaken in their pupils an intelligent interest in e y 
chosen, from “ The Golden Treasury ” ? 
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Whereas too often the answeringin the MiddleGrade was highly 
unsatisfactory, that of the Senior Grade “ Honour ’ division was 
almost invariably good. The paper for this division was rather 
long and somewhat searching, yet it rarely happened that a ques- 
tion was left unattempted; in many instances, indeed, the ability 
displayed made the reading ot the answer-books a positive plea- 
sure. Not one per cent, of these candidates failed, and 'ugh 
marks were obtained by neai'ly two-thirds of them. It would 
he hard to praise too much the work done by the best ot these 
candidates. The schools which prepared them are worthy ot 
the highest commendation. 

William Magennis, Advising Examiner. 



French. 

The surest test ot proficiency in any language is the ability 
to write a composition in that language. Hence the teaching 
of French in Ireland may fairly be judged by the French 
compositions written at the recent examinations. Judged 
hy this standard, it must be admitted that the teaching^ French 
in Intermediate schools is in many cases very defective, Ine 
examiners in all grades complain of the striking failure on t ie 
part of the candidates to observe the elementary rules ot hrenc 
Grammar in their compositions. The mtention of the Board m 
removing grammar from the programme has evidently not been 
grasped by many teachers. Wherever grammar questions 
arising from the text were put the candidates uniformly answered 
them correctly, showing that theoretical grammar is still taught 
But in the compositions where the rules of graminav should be 
practically applied, there is a great neglect of even the simplest o 
these rules, proving that the teaching of grammar « still a 
matter of memory 0 work, and not, as the Board ^tended 
thoroughly practical. This ignorance of practical giammai is 
specially noticeable in the earlier grades and m ie p • P P K - 
and is most commonly exhibited m the case of .g 
nouns, conjugation of verbs, the use ot tne pionoui , 
between noun and adjective, subject and veib, r c. 

A second reason for the low scoring of ^ny candi^tes^ m 
composition is the evident fact that no attemp £ hooH It 
learn French from the study of the ; 

would seem that many teachers consider that then duty J * 
to the text book is ended when they have taugbthexrpupdsto 
translate the French text into English. That Jhe jte*t b 
should be used as a sure means ot acquiring ami c ^ - 8 

vocabulary, grammar, and structure of the r & § * 

an idea which is evidently, still unfamiliar to many teache , . 

The above remarks on the general demerits of the eompos^ions 
happily admit of many and hrilhant ^exceptions ™ 
case of Middle and Senior Grade Honours candidates. Many 
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of their compositions were written, not only with grammatical 
correctness, hut in some cases with a finish of style that calls 
for special commendation. 

According to the unanimous opinion of the examiners, the 
translation from French into English was very well done. Some 
of the examiners, indeed, complain that candidates whose com- 
positions were poor, scored highly on the translation, and thus 
gained good Pass or Honours marks. In former years the com- 
plaint was that candidates ignorant of composition passed by 
means of marks obtained in grammar. Y et the state of affairs 
as revealed by this year’s examinations is surely more hopeful, 
for the next best thing to being able to put English into good 
French, is the ability to translate French into good English. 
This necessitates a certain familiarity of the: candidates with 
French, provides them with a varied vocabulary, and if they 
were only taught to profit by this knowledge, would surely and 
speedily enable them to write a good French composition. That 
this facility for translating French into English is not to he 
ascribed to learning the text-book by heart is shown by the fact 
that the unseen passages were also well translated, and in the 
higher grades were often put into good idiomatic English. 

The answering in French History on the Pass papers was, 
on the whole, bad. Perhaps the small percentage of marks 
assigned to this section ot the paper discouraged the teachers 
from any effort to instruct their Pass pupils in the prescribed 
periods of history. But the Honours candidates had been, on 
the whole, very fairly taught ; many of them secured neai ly 
full marks in history. 

It would appear that, as a general rule, the teaching of 
French in girls’ schools is superior to that in boys’_ schools. 1ms 
is particularly evident in the case of the compositions. 

In addition to the above general remarks, which apply to all the 
grades, it should be noted that the examiners in the Preparatory 
Grade report very unfavourably on the manner in which the 
prescribed text book had been studied by the candidates, in 
the majority of cases, the unseen passage was much better tians- 
lated than the passage selected from the prescribed author. In 
this Grade an encouraging feature deserves to he mentioned 
namely, that in nearly every instance the whole paper was 
attempted by the candidate, whereas in former years it was no 
unusual for the examiner to meet blank answer-books. 

The answering in the Middle Grade Pass Paper was relatively 
worse than on any other paper. Evidently the candidates wio 
selected this paper were below the average, and must have con- 
sisted of pupils who in former years depended on grammai 
questions and a prescribed text-book to enable them to pass. 

Katharine Hogan, Ad, vising Examiner. 
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German. 

The majority of candidates pay little or no attention to the 
rales of German punctuation and the modification of rowels. The 
neglect of these important points is productive of many mistakes. 
The composition in the Senior and Middle Grade Honours 
particularly that of the boys, reached a higher level than in 
former years ; some were admirable both in Grammar and style. 

In the Junior and Preparatory Grades the composition was weak 
and helpless. The reason of this is that the German composition 
offers at the beginning more difficulties than that in a romance 
lano'uace. Besides grammatical difficulties the beginner has to 
struggle with a moi e difficult vocabul ary and with the rul es about the 
position of words in a sentence. In order to encourage the study 
of German it is advisable to omit or reduce composition to a lew 
easy sentences in the Preparatory and Junior Pass Grades, it is 
no doubt necessary, if any competent knowledge of the language 
is to be obtained, to practise the difficult art of translating a 
passage of English into German, but this should not be exacted 
from a beginner, who is thereby easily discouraged. Such trans- 
lating ought not to be started before tlie learner has a fair 
vocabulary of ordinary words at his command and has mastered 
fully the more important grammatical difficulties. To become 
proficient in composition a great deal of time and practice is 
required. The teacher is thereby handicapped m Ins work and 

prevented from devoting sufficient time to Oral Training, which 

is all -important in the early stages. 

There were few failures in the Senior Grade, thanks to the 
good answering in History. Nearly all the candidates took -the 
Honour Paper. The compositions were good. The passages 
from translation at sight were well rendered. 

The same remarks apply, except as regards Hit £ L^anv 
Grade Honours. The composition was very well done by many^ 
The majority of the candidates m tins Grade did not study 
German History. 

G™\on^ 

was satisfactory. Little attention was paid to History. 

The candidates in the Junior Honour Grade translated well 
the detached sentences for translation into Geman tion'Vere 

num" C a fr; S S V hoote 6 Evidently ‘ been carefully 
S to a large^ number of students. The Grammar questions 
were well answered. The passages for translation at .sigh ; were 
fairly done ■ only two candidates were unable to read Geiman 
handwriting. The answering in History was unsatisfactory. 
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As already pointed out in my general remarks on the exami- 
nation, the composition in the Junior Pass and Preparatory 
Grades was, with few exceptions, poor. Mistakes in construction, 
genders, declensions of nouns and adjectives, prepositions and 
verbs, abounded. The passages chosen from the prescribed 
books were well translated, which shows that nearly all the 
candidates had read their books carefully. As to the passages 
from unseen authors, only about half of the candidates gave or 
approached the true sense. The German handwriting was per- 
fectly understood, and generally employed by the candidates. 

Valentine Steinbebger, Advising Examiner. 



Irish. 

The work sent up by the boys and girls of the Senior Grade 
was of a very unequal character. 

The best set were undoubtedly the girls who took the Honours 
paper. None of them failed. Their work was good almost 
throughout, and in several cases excellent. As regards Composi- 
tion, it was almost faultless, both in accuracy oi detail and in 
style. They also translated well from the Irish, in marked con- 
trast to the boys whose chief deficiency lay here. The questions 
on hisfauy, literature, and grammar were also answered extremely 
well — both accurately and fully. 

The boys did not do nearly so well. Their composition, it is 
true, was good, and in several cases excellent ; but the majority 
did not do justice to the extracts of Irish prose and poetry, show- 
ing, among other things, a decided lack of vocabulary. The 
grammatical questions were generally well answered, but those on 
history and literature only rarely so. It is evident that these 
students or their teachers lay the greatest stress, and rightly so, 
with a living language, on speaking and writing it well. But 
the literary side should not be so much neglected, and a much 
wider and deeper knowledge of Irish literature should have been 
obtained at this stage. Hardly any one could spell the name ot 
the national hero, Guchulainn, correctly — a surprising sign of the 
neglect of reading. As there is now no lack of suitable^ books, 
the Gaelic League, the Irish Text Society, aud other bodies pro- 
viding constantly new, good, and cheap material, there is no 
excuse for this neglect. 

The best all-round work seems to have been done in the Middle 
Grade. The examiner has hardly anything but praise for the 
work sent up by the large majority of boys and girls of this 
Grade. Composition was in many cases almost faultless, ac- 
curate and spirited. A thorough grasp of construction and idiom 
was shown. The questions on Grammar were well answered. 
The set hooks had been carefully' read, and the historical ques- 
tions were dealt with in a very creditable manner. The one 
weak point was translation at sight, owing chiefly to the lack of 
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vocabulary, which again shows that the students at this stage 
have not read widely enough. But with this one exception the 
teachers who have trained these hoys and girls may well be 
proud of the results attained, which open up a most encouraging 
prospect for the future of Irish studies in their native land. 

In the case of the Junior Grade Honours Paper, it was again 
noticeable that, on the whole, the girls’ work was superior to 
that of the boys. Of the girls only 4 failed, 5 did excellently 
well, 20 were very good, and the rest good or satisfactory. 
Translation at sight was again the least creditable part, and the 
questions on Literature and History were generally hut in- 
differently answered. But Composition was good, translation 
from set book very good, and Grammar fair. 

Of the 158 hoys, 46 failed, but 36 were very good almost 
throughout, and 3 did excellently. The work of the boys was 
characterised by the same merits and defects as that of the girls. 
In Composition, even those whose papers were marred by mistakes 
in Grammar showed that they knew how to set about writing 
Irish There was never that slavish adherence to the English 
order of words or idiom so common with beginners in German 



In the Junior Grade a very considerable percentage of the Pass 
candidates sent in very full and tolerably accurate papers, m 
which the four sections into which the paper was divided, were 
fairly represented. Some displayed a want of proportion in tne 
length of their answers to the various questions a few of the 
questions in the history section being answered at great and 
unnecessary length. The translation ot the passage j »at 
of the prescribed texts was very well done on the whole and 
proved 1 that the teaching of a considerable number of the can 
didates must have bee! thorough. Very fair attempts were 
made all round at the translation ot English sentences into Ins , 
though it must he confessed that where the sentences involved 
the idiomatic use of prepositions though they were sentences m 
everyday use, the result was disappointing. ‘ 

from the translation of the English sentences A con 

of the candidates had a native grasp of the lan ^^ e - ^ co f 
siderable number of the candidates gave proof by ° 
their answering that the subject was 0 f 

and a greater attention to accuracy in spel ^ f' ^Xmended 
aspiration dots and of vowel accents is strongly i^mmend - L _ 
The answering in the few grammar questions set was decidedly 
unsatisfactory! and as Grammar does not ^Kudv W 
section of the Examination paper there au | 

nestected The examiner is convinced that more accuiat 
careful teaching and greater attention to idiomatic conven- 
tional Irish are necessary all round. , j j q s w ] l0 

TPp work sent up by the large number ot boys ana gins wnu 
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showed that great care had been taken by their teachers, and 
that a great amount of accurate and valuable training had been 

bestowed on them. . 

A second group were evidently, to a large extent, trained on 
methods which Should never have been resorted, to. The Exam- 
iner is of opinion that of those who have done badly the number 
would have been much less than it is, but for the vicious habit 
of “memorising” the English translations of the prescribed pas- 
sages. There were many instances in the Answer-books of whole 
passages of translations from other parts of the prescribed books 
submitted as translations of the passages set; and, in some in- 
stances, it appeared clear to the Examiner that the English trans- 
lation had been given by somebody by dictation, for the puipose 
of memorising, to the pupils wlio do not seem to have taken in 
the meaning of the English translation thus given to them much 
less to have known anything of the original Irish of which it is 
a translation. Thus, for the translation of Bid an (xioita gem 
Stiilibh ag faire which must have been dictated to the 
pupil, in the translation “ The Eyeless Lad was W atoning;,, lour 
pupils gave as a translation “ The Isle of Slad was Watching . 
Among those who had memorised in this way no less than 
twenty-eight had done so particularly badly. With methods ol 
instruction such as this no good results can of course ho expectec . 

There was a third group of candidates who ought not to have 
gone in for the examination at all, as their studies had not 
yet reached the standard of the paper. Many . of these too >. 
care to inform me that they had only begun their Irish studies 
last October, some only in March. Except in rare instances, six 
or eight months are surely not sufficient to lay a thoroug i 
foundation in Grammar— to master the elements of. composition, 
to digest the set hook, and acquire some facility m reading a 
sight. 

In summing up, and in attempting to convey the impression 
which the general character of the work done in Irish hasma e 
upon him, the advising Examiner desires to. state emphatica y 
his opinion that a very real, efficient, and highly valuable worn 
is being carried on, perhaps not always with adequate means, 
and sometimes on false lines, but undoubtedly with great earn 
estness and devotion on the part of teachers and pupils alike, an , 
on the whole, with highly satisfactory results. What has struck 
him most is the intelligence and interest displayed,, and w ei 
this was supported by a sound training, the result m scholar y. 
knowledge of the subject lias been beyond anything t a i 
expected to find. He feels that with students such, as ties 
there is nothing that might not in due time,, anu unctei 
favourable conditions he attempted and accomplished, it is 10 
among them that the future philologists and historians oi re an 
should arise. If the work were carried on to higher stages 1 > 
every year, the best among the more advanced pupils were . u 
given a chance of continuing their Irish studies at a Universi y, 
an inestimable benefit would, be conveyed on the cause oi ri 
studies both in their native land and abroad. 

Kuno Meyer, Advising Examiner. _ 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Report of the Intermediate Education Board for Ireland 



IIV 



Italian and Spanish. 

The relegation of Italian to the Pass Programme has had 
apparently the effect of discouraging the study of that language 
in Ireland. 

The numbers of students who presented for examination in 
Italian in 1901 were : — 

Boys, 120; Girls, 292; Total, 412. 

In 1902 the numbers fell to : — 

Boys, 15 ; Girls, 38 ; Total, 53. 

The examiner is fairly satisfied, on the whole, with the results 
of the examination. The translation, however, of English 
into Italian was poorly done, except in the Senior Grade, and 
the Grammar portion of the papers was badly answered, espe- 
cially in the Junior Grade. 

Three students only presented themselves for examination 
in Spanish. 

Geometry. 

Senior Grade — Honour. 

The bookwork was written out in a most satisfactory manner 
by both hoys and girls. Most of the exercises were done well 
by the boys ; but only five or six of the girls were able to do any 
exercises. 

Senior Grade — Pass. 

The answering was satisfactory on the whole. 

Boys. — It was noticeable that several candidates were unable 
to distinguish between “ reciprocally proportional ” and 
“ directly proportional.” Also a considerable number displayed 
the confusion of their ideas on the subject of proportion by 
making use of a totally wrong definition of duplicate ratio ; 
perhaps they were misled by some text-book which presents 
ideas and propositions quite different from those of Euclid’s 
Elements. Again, a large number showed themselves unable 
to distinguish between “ CA produced ” and “ AC produced ” ; 
and many increased the difficulty of the exercises by drawing 
grotesquely had diagrams. Three candidates got full marks on 
the paper. Only 45 per cent, of the candidates solved one or 
more of the exercises. 

Girls. — The propositions were, in general, very well done; 
but only a few of the best candidates displayed facility in 
dealing with exercises, though one candidate got full maxis 
on the paper. 

Middle Grade (Honour). 

Boys— On the whole, the answering was rather disappointing. 
The bookwork was written out fairly well ; hut not nearly as 
well as in the Senior Grade. This is, no doubt, due to the fac 
that the sixth book of Euclid is more difficult than the eleventh. 
The most noticeable fault was the frequent misunderstanding 

c 
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of compound ratios. There seemed to he a common belief that 
the ratio of the products of corresponding terms of two ratios 
is without any explanation, a fair representation of the ratio 
compounded of the two ; and this notation was actually used 
in proving Euclid VI., 23, it being ignored that on the estab- 
lishment of the proposition rests the justification of the notation. 
The same confusion of thought led several to prove that similar 
triangles are to one another as the squares on their homologous 
sides under the impression that they were proving Euclid VI., 
19. The subject is a difficult one, and requires careful teaching. 

The easier exercises were done by many, but only a few did 
the more difficult ones. 

girls, The quality of the bookwork was much the same as 

that of the boys. 



Middle Quads (Pass). 

r 0 us The answering on the bookwork was, on the whole, 

very creditable. Very few— not 1 more than ten or twelve- 
answered correctly the second part of Question 1, viz. : — 

two triangles ABC, PQR are such that All — PQ, 
BO = QR, OA = RP. Prove that the angles A, B, C are 
equal respectively to the angles P, Q, R. 

The first triangle is drawn on a smooth table, and the 
second on a sheet of glass which lies, on the table. Dis- 
cuss whether it is always possible, by sliding the glass on 
the table, to make one triangle lie exactly over the other. 

About half the candidates regarded it as a question in Optics, 
and one referred to the unequal expansions of wood and of glass 
due to change of temperature. 

Girls. — The bookwork was, in most cases, well done; but 
several candidates misread the questions, so that, for example, 
the seventh proposition of Book III. would be given where the 
fifteenth was asked for. Of the bookwork questions the first, 
given above, was that which presented most difficulty ; only one 
correct answer was given to the second part of the question. 

Though the number of candidates was more than a hundred, 
only four good solutions of exercises were given. 

Many attempted the exercises, but most of the attempts 
showed an entire inability to understand what the questions 
meant. 

It is hard to believe that there is any real value in the sort 
of study of Geometry that leads to results like these. It would 
doubtless be an unpopular measure, and yet the facts seem to 
indicate that it is a necessary one, to compel students ana 
teachers to cultivate moTe originality of thought, by making 
it impossible to pass on mere memorised bookwork, and by 
including in the pass papers a larger selection of the very easiest 
type of exercises. 
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Junior Grade (Honour) . 



Boys . — Mistakes in. drawing a diagram from a given descrip- 
tion were common; thus there was confusion 'between “CA 
produced ” and “ AC produced,” and in a square ABCD was 
drawn as ABDC. 

Witb tbe exception of a small number of candidates wbo 
ought not to bave tried the honour paper, there was evidence of 
considerable practice in geometrical exercises ; but a large pro- 
portion of diagrams were badly drawn, of microscopic dimen- 
sions, and badly lettered, and, of course, these faults increased 
the difficulty of solution. There were many who displayed 
their belief that a circle may be described through any four 
arbitrarily assigned points. 

Girls. — The standard of answering was very low. Those pro- 
positions that were set in their usual form were answered by 
practically all the candidates; but even .slight variations of 
the ordinary statement puzzled the majority. The candidates 
do not appear to have had sufficient practice in doing geometrical 
exercises. « 

Junior Grade (Pass). 



Boys. There was considerable evidence that many wrote out 

the propositions from memory, without understanding them. 
This was specially shown by the giving of correct proofs after 
the constructions had been given incorrectly ; it was seen in 
the many cases of answering questions by giving irreievan 
propositions. Many thought it safer to write out a whole pro- 
position where only a part was asked for; this may be regarde 
as an additional evidence of mere memory work. . 

An excessive wordiness m th© writing out of propositions, 
carelessly drawn and almost unintelligible diagrams, proofs 
giventhat would have been right if applied to the diagrams 
and letters usual in the text-hooks, but had no re: ference i what- 
ever to the diagrams actually drawn : such faults as these were 

noted by the examiners. . , , j o.. r v. 

Tbe freauent omission of references may also be noted. _ 
omission Hot to be regretted, as tbe time spent in memorising 
?he numbers of propositions might in ma, £ ^ft 
better employed m trying to understand them. t 
deserves full credit for an argument which is clearly basecl 
ii previous proposition, though the number be no quoted. 

The oreat maiority of the candidates did not attempt me 

them all. p e r of candidates were hopelessly unpre- 

^'irtief 21 per cent, got less than fifty marks out of the 
pared ; m fact, pm o o „ot n, 0 marks at all. 

400 obtainable on the paper .and ma .jg ! * to the first 

On the other hand several gave ^ finishing the fifth or 

begiXfthe s a ^5h S when time was called. Comparatively 
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few liad finished more than seven out of the first eight questions 
within the three hours. It would appear, therefore, that slow 
writing and a cumbersome style were a frequent cause of failure 
Tlmost all the candidates thought it necessary to copy out 
the question asked, to give a long particular enunciation, 
and a long “ conclusion ” in words. 

The candidates who failed to obtain fifty marks being left out 
of account, the bookwork questions were answered very well, 
and the figures neatly drawn. In doing the propositions of the 
econd book those who used a symbolical notation for squares, 
rectangles, &c„ instead of words, had a noticeable advantage 
Whfn seriously attempted the exercises were excellently 
doie^ but the attempts were few In fact, 2l0 candidates pro- 
duced altogether nine solutions of exercises. 

Preparatory Grade. 

Bovs and Girls .— The answering did not, on the whole, attain 
a hinh level There were comparatively few really excellent 
papers, and a large number of those who presented themselves 

stood no chance whatever of passing. 

In many instances marks were lost through carelessness m 
reading the questions. Thus, Euclid I., 47 was often given 
instend of I 48, and various propositions of the second book 
were given instead of II., 3. There was considerable want of 
accuracy in the definitions of a circle It was, however, the 
aim of the examiners to be very lenient .towaids slight faults, 
especially mere formal faults, and to forgive almost anything to 
a student who showed that he really understood the mam ideas 

of a proposition or definition. . 

Unfortunately, there was ample evidence that the practice 
of learning bookwork by heart still prevails. When a school- 
boy of thirteen or fourteen understands a subject his answeis 
are usually delightfully brief; he goes straight o the central 
idea, and forgets most of the less important details. But when 
such a student is found, as many of the candidates were, adopt- 
ing a verbose and obscure style, and floundering in a maze of 
words, it is quite clear that he is exercising his memory, not 
his understanding. Within reasonable limits it is safe to say 
that, in the case of young students, the value of an answer 
is inversely as its length, and that good teaching tends to show 
itself in a clear and concise style. _ „ ,• 

No teacher of Mathematics who is qualified for Ins occupation 
needs to he reminded that in the teaching of Geometry under- 
standing is of infinitely more importance than memory. And 
so the persistence, year after year, of this memorised and un- 
digested bookwork, suggests that many of our students, are 
victims of teaching, that, to say the least, is unsatisfactory. 

J. G. Leathem. 

Algebra. 

Senior Grade.— (Pass and Honours.) 

In the pass papers of this Grade the answering, both of the 
hoys and the girls, was, on the whole, extremely good. Fourteen 
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of the boys obtained full marks, and several others nearly full 
marks, while there were very few really poor papers. The 
problems were thought out intelligently, and the various equa- 
tions were, as a rule, correctly worked. Perhaps the greatest 
difficulty was experienced with question 8, in wdiich many, 

after putting the equation in the form 

failed to notice that a — x is a factor of both sides, the conse- 
quence being that they involved themselves in unnecessarily long 
work. The questions on progressions and the manipulation of 
surds were dealt with satisfactorily by the majority of the can- 
didates. The boys in particular seemed to find the paper well 
within their powers, as nearly 90 per cent, of them passed. 

In the Honour papers of both boys and girls, the answering 
was highly satisfactory. The majority of the candidates were 
well prepared in the extensive course of Algebra now included in 
the Honour programme of this Grade. Among the hoys are 
many most promising students of Algebra, who have evidently 
given much time and thought to the preparation of the work, 
and have had the advantage of good teaching. The questions 
involving book-work (as, for example, those on the exponential 
theorem and logarithmic series) were well answered ; as were 
also those which involved an elementary knowledge of determi- 
nants. 



Middle Grade. (Pass and Honours). 

Several candidates were awarded full marks, and the 
number who failed was small. The result of this examina- 
tion on the whole was very satisfactory. The answering 
of the boys on the Honour papers was most satisfactory, 
142 obtaining Honours out of a total of 242 examined; while 
of 39 girls examined only 11 obtained Honours. 

In regard to some questions it may he useful to state that many 
of the ablest among the candidates lost marks through failure to 
make their answers full enough, the practice being not uncommon 
of writing down certain steps without reason or explanation. 
To the questions dealing with the theory of the quadratic, 
very many good answers were received, showing that this 
subject presents no difficulty to Middle Grade Students. The 
questions also in progressions were well answered by the majority 
of candidates. 

Junior Grade (Pass and Honours.) 

On the whole the Preparatory paper was much better 
answered than the Junior Grade paper — better as to 
general neatness, and particularly as to J 

comparatively few candidates g a je such definitions as 
asked for, and it was very evident that many ^d karnt 
them by rote without understanding them. A most 
mon mistake was to regard the product abc when c is z eio ^ 
being equal to ab instead of zero. Oancelh^ ^mtions were 
■ often performed in a way that was scarcely intelligible, ft mig 
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be well to suggest that in future when answering such questions 
a list of the factor theorems employed should be distinctly 
written out. The old mistake of putting a fraction = 0 when 
numerator and denominator cancelled was common. Referring 
to the questions dealing with the solution of equations, students 
in general neglected to verify their answers by substitution in 
the given equations, a practice which often with very little labour 
enables the student to test the correctness of his solution. 

The Honour papers of the hoys were fairly satisfactory, while 
the answering of the girls was much inferior. Many of the 
girls who presented themselves were quite untit to compete for 
Honours and should not have been allowed by their teachers to 
do so Of those who failed, most would probably have passed 
had they been content to take the Pass paper ; many of them 
showed neatness and accuracy in the elementary operations of 
algebra, while totally devoid of the knowledge and skill suffi- 
cient to entitle them to rank in the Honour lists. 

Preparatory Grade. 

From all the Examiners most favourable reports have been 
received, many of the candidates having obtained full marks. 

It was extraordinary to see how even the best candidates, who 
answered the most difficult questions with perfect accuracy 
aud neatness of method, made slips in finding the numerical 
value of 5a 2 - ab + 17 be - V 1 , when a = '2, b— - 1, c = 0. The com- 
monest mistake was saying that — (-1) 2 = 1, the next 
commonest that 176e=-X7. Another mistake made by a 
vreat many candidates was this —e.g., having proved that a 
certain expression reduced to a fraction with numerator and 
denominator equal, they concluded by saying that the value of 
the expression was therefore zero. This is a very curious mis- 
take hut often met with in the answer hooka. As mistakes 
exactly similar to these prevail largely in the answers to the 
Junior Grade Pass paper also, it appears especially necessary to 
direct the attention ol students and teachers to them. 

On the whole, the result of the examination in this Grade was 
most satisfactory, and justifies the conclusion that elementary 
algebra is very well taught in a great many Irish schools. 

Arithmetic. 

Middle Grade. 

The answering of both Pass and Honour candidates appears to 
have been most satisfactory. The answer hooks were, as a rule, 
neatly written, a matter which is evidently at length receiving 
more attention in the schools than was formerly the case. 

On a review of the answering in Arithmetic in the three 
grades, the conclusion is fully justified that this subject has 
been well taught and carefully studied during the year. The 
questions in scales of notation (a subject now introduced for 
the first time) on the Honour papers, appear to have been well 
answered by many candidates. These papers contained several 
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sufficiently difficult questions in Arithmetic ; and the high pro- 
portion of candidates who reached the Honour standard in both 
grades is a proof of the care given to the study of this subject, 
and the efficiency of the teaching, in Irish schools. 

Junior Grade. 

The answering was on the whole satisfactory, but the examiners 
cannot commend the methods commonly employed in working 
one or two of the questions. For instance, a very considerable 
number of candidates began the first question on this paper — 
multiplication and division of money — by reducing the money to 
farthings, afterwards reconverting the answers to £ s. d. The 
question on the metric system was seldom correctly worked, and 
very often avoided altogether ; and in the last question, which 
involved the extraction of a cube root, only one candidate in 1,T39 
used the method of factors, though the question was eminently 
suitable for that method. 

In reference to the answering on the Honour paper, the results 
were very encouraging, though a large number of the candidates 
failed to obtain the percentage necessary for a Pass. 

Preparatory Grade. 

The answering of the boys has been ‘ very satisfactory,’ and 
there is a great improvement compared with former years in the 
style of answering and the neatness of the work. The seventh 
question— Express the following five quantities in metres and 
decimals of a metre, and add altogether : — (1) four kilometres 
thirty metres; (2) five kilometres twenty -seven metres eight centi- 
metres ; (3) nine hundred and twenty-eight metres forty-three 
centimetres five millimetres; (4) nine metres forty-five centi- 
metres; and (5) five metres thirty-five millimetres — on the 
examination paper, appears to have presented most difficulty to 
the candidates owing to their insufficient knowledge of the prin- 
ciples of the metrical system of measurement. In connection 
with the last question — Find the value of a beam of timber 
whose length is 20 feet, breadth 2 feet 6 inches, and thickness 1 
foot 6 inches, at Is. 4|<Z. per cubic foot — on the paper many 
candidates, especially girls, found the area of the surface of the 
beam, and were apparently unable to distinguish square from 
cubic measure. It is right to direct especial attention to this 
point, for the prevalence of such mistakes shows the necessity of 
teachers impressing on their pupils at this early stage the im- 
portance of clear ideas on the subject of units and measurement, 
and the distinctions between different kinds of measurable 

quailtitieS ' A. W. Panton. 

Book-Keeping. 

Middle Grade. — (Boys and Girls.) 

The number of students sending in answer _ hooks on this 
occasion was less than one-half of those examined m the pre- 
ceding year. Allowing for the higher proportion of marks now 
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required for a pass, the percentage of failures exceeds that for 

The candidates were fairly acquainted with the subject 
generally but a number were deficient m their answers to the 
question dealing with the proper form of a bill of exchange. 

H The handwriting and execution were, in most cases, good. 



Junior Grade.— (Boys and Girls.) 

Among the boys on this occasion, allowing for the higher pro- 
portion of marks now required for a pass, the percentage of 
failures was less than in the preceding year. The girls did not 



The work was fairly well executed, and the students, generally, 
exhibited a practical acquaintance with the subject, the errors 
made being mainly due to want of thought. 

Attention must again be drawn to the number of instances m 
' which candidates omitted to insert dates when posting entries 
into the ledger. 



Shorthand. 

It is pleasant to be able to report that the experiment of the 
dictation test has proved successful. The Centre Superinten- 
dents appear, as a rule, to have understood and carefully carried 
out the instructions given to them, and to have read at the 
reauired rates. The novelty in the examination, m shorthand 
for this year was the introduction of this dictation test, which, 
according to the evidence of the witnesses at the Commission of 
1899, was the best test of competency. _ 

In addition to the dictation, one additional paper was prescribed 
this year for the Junior and Middle Grades, and two for the 
Senior Grade. In many cases the entire of the paper was 
transcribed, and the candidates showed a highly creditable 
knowledge of spelling and punctuation, good handwriting, and 
attention to neatness of execution. 



Music. 

There was much waste of time, by some of the students, in 
writing long statements upon matters which had little or no 
bearing on the question supposed to be thus answered. Others, 
when asked to write a given scale, would write three or four in 
different keys or modes, in this way depriving themselves ot 
valuable time which they required in the answering of more im- 
portant and difficult questions. 

The following reports were received from the examiners 
selected by the Department of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction, dealing with the character of the answering in the 
subjects whieh the Board have entrusted to the Department. 



Experimental Science. 

The papers in each Grade showed that much valuable work 
had been done, and much intelligence was mamtested. 
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It may be pointed out that in some cases candidates attempted 
the whole of the questions on the paper. The instructions were 
quite clear that only six questions were to be attempted. It is 
advisable that teachers should warn candidates that no possible 
advantage can accrue from attempting more than the number 
specified in the instructions. 

Junior Grade. 

Question 1. — What do you understand by (a) a yard, (&) a 
gram ? Describe how you would proceed to measure accurately 
the circumference of a penny piece. 

The first part of thisquestion was in general badly answered. In 
many cases candidates contented themselves by stating that a 
yard was 36 inches. It is much to be desired that students 
commencing the study of Physical Science should be quite clear 
as to the nature of the standards used in their work. The 
importance of taking the mean of several measurements of length 
was not appreciated. 

Question 5. — Distinguish between “mass” and “weight.” 
Explain how you would find, by experiment, the weight of a 
cubic metre of the air in a room. 

Too many answers showed that the writers had not performed 
the experiment referred to. In such cases descriptions are 
seldom satisfactory, and such blunders as “ take a flask to hold a 
cubic metre of air ” occur. A rather common error was this ; a 
flask containing a little water was weighed and the water then 
boiled ; the flask was closed and again weighed. It was assumed 
that the weight of the air expelled could be obtained accurately 
by subtracting the latter weight from the former. 

Question 8. — Having filled a thermometer, how would you 
proceed to graduate it so as to enable you to use it for measuring 
temperatures % 

In a number of cases candidates stated that to obtain the 
freezing point of water the thermometer should he put iDto a 
“ freezing mixture." Spelling leaves something to be desired 
The misspelling of technieal terms and badly-drawn diagrams 
suggest that the Blackboard has not been sufficiently used. Such 
errors as “ Foreignheight ” for “ Fahrenheit ” are by no means 
uncommon, and constitute a serious reproach against the 
teaching. 

Question 10.— Describe a method of measuring the coefficient 
of linear expansion of a metal bar. 

Candidates from certain centres gave excellent answers, . and 
ingenious methods of determining the co-efficient of linear 
expansion were described. In other cases the experiment had 
not been performed by the candidates who pointed out that the 
rod should be heated by a Bunsen flame. 

Middle Grade. 

Question 1.— Explain how you would determine the volume of 
the cavity in a piece of glass tubing closed at both ends, the 
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specific o-ravity of glass being known. 2. You are required to 
find the average diameter of a glass tube of narrow bore. State 
precisely hoiv you would proceed to do this. 

1 Question 2.— Some candidates proposed to fill the bore of the 
tube with water, and then measure the volume of the water by 

a burette. , 

In both No. 1 and No. 2 many answers showed that pupils 
had not been taught that the balance is by far the most accurate 
measuring instrument which is ordinarily available for deter- 
mining volumes. , , 

Question 4— Water is allowed to ascend, drop by drop, to 
the surface of the mercury in a barometer tube. Describe what 
happens. What differences will be noted if ether is used 1 
In many cases the candidates showed a want of clear appre- 
hension of the fact that the descent of the mercury column in a 
barometer tube, when drops of water or of ether are allowed to 
ascend to the surface, is primarily due to the pressure oi the 
vapour of the liquid, and not to the weight of the liquid drops. 

Question 5.— A pendulum G2'8 cms. long is found to make 128 
vibrations in a certain time. Find the length of a pendulum 
which would, at the same place and in an equal time, make 92 
vibrations. What would he the effect on the observed number of 
vibrations if the weight at the end of the pendulum had been 
made twice as great, care being taken to keep the length of the 
pendulum unaltered 1 

If candidates had proved for themselves, by counting and 
measuring, that for a simple pendulum, length x (No. of vibra- 
tions per minute) 2 is constant, and that changing the weight of 
the “hob” does not by itself alter the number of vibrations in 
a minute, there would not have been so many incorrect versions 
here. 

There was a tendency in this question to use an excessive 
number of decimals in the work. 

Question 6. — What is meant by tlio moment of a force about 
a point ? Show how to" ascertain the weight of a uniform 
wooden lath, using it as a lever, a single known weight being 
supplied to you. 

Definitions given for the moment of a force about a point 
frequently omitted to state that the distance is to he measured 
in a direction perpendicular to the line of action of the force. 

In several cases the term “ fulcrum ” was used as if it were 
equivalent to the term “ centre of gravity.” 

Question 9. — Describe fully how you would determine the 
melting point of paraffin wax. 

Nearly every candidate who proposed to find the melting 
point by use of a capillary tube, omitted to state that the lower 
end of the tube must be closed by fusion of the glass. They did 
not observe that leaving the lower end open would render im- 
possible the repetition of the observations which is necessary to 
secure a trustworthy result. 

Question 10.— (2nd part.) Distinguish between the different 
ways in which heat can lie transmitted from one place to 
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another. Give an account of how you would compare the 
radiating power of different surfaces. 

Tlie nature of the answers in many cases showed a want of 
personal experimental acquaintance with the simple method of 
comparison of radiating powers by finding the curves of cooling 
for the same quantity of liquid — mercury, for instance — 
contained in a test tube whose surface is successively coated with 
different substances. 

Honours. — Senior Grade. 

There was a general tendency throughout the answers to the use 
of an excessive and laborious number of decimals. 

Question 6. — This question was an investigation of the relation 
between two physical quantities, A and B., a series of corre- 
sponding values of these quantities being given. 

Accurately worked by a few candidates. It might save some 
confusion if, in place of waiting until dl the points were ob- 
tained before drawing the graph, each three or four points, 
when found, were joined by a lightly-sketched pencil line, so 
as to ensure that consecutive points were joined consecutively. 

1 Geo. Fletcher, 
(Signed), { J. A M'Clblland, 
l John Buchanan. 



Drawing with Experimental Science. 

Senior Grade. 

Most of the candidates tried to do too much in the given time, 
apparently being little influenced by the direction at the top of 
the paper which says : — “ After carefully setting out the structural 
lines of the figure, cany your drawing to completion as far as 
possible in clear outline.” The setting out of the_ example was, 
on the whole good, but the general proportions in many of the 
drawings were weak, and the finished lines were poor in most 
cases, being what are known as painted lines instead of being 
direct and clear. 



Middle Grade. 

The Middle Grade examination in Freehand is decidedly satis- 
factory ; the character and peculiarity of the example has been 
well observed. The fact that it was not absolutely symmetrical 
has been appreciated; and there are few drawings which show 
disregard of the instructions as to increase in size, lhe drawing 
which has been awarded the maximum number of marks is quite 
remarkable for its excellence. Several others have received very 
high marks. Out of a total of 281 papers examined, 225 receive 
over 50 per cent. This fact Bpeaks well for the satisfactory 
character of the drawings. 
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Junior Grade. 

The copy appears to have presented no very serious difficulty. 
The examiners feel that the candidates appreciated and under- 
stood the piece of ornament set before them, and took a certain 
amount of pleasure in copying it. 

A good many, however, went astray in the general proportion 
and spacing of the forms, and too little attention was paid to the 
grouping or massing of the three leaves in the example given. 

In a few instances candidates have made drawings the same 
size as the copy; apparently they could not bring themselves to 
enlarge them. 

The line, on the whole, is good, and altogether a high standard 
ot work has been reached. 

The above remarks apply equally to hoys and girls; the 
greater number of pupils were, however, girls. 



James Bren an. 
Patrick O’Sullivan. 
R. A. Dawson. 



Drawing (as a Separate Subject). 

Senior Grade. 

A IV. Design. — Girls and Boys. 

On the whole the girls are distinctly better than the hoys. 
Only one hoy reached the general average of the girls’ 
work. Several of the girls’ designs are exceedingly good. In 
some cases there is no evidence of preliminary planning and 
arranging. In two or three instances the forms given are copied 
exactly, and, though very well drawn, there is no effort to arrange 
or adapt them to suit the given space. This, of course, is only 
freehand copying and not design. In a few instances also the 
principle of growth is violated ; in using natural detail the obser- 
vance of this principle cannot he too strongly insisted on. 



Solid Geometry. — Boys and Girls. 

Only two girls show a good knowledge of the subject, the 
others fall far short of these, and can hardly be considered even 
fair. 

Only one boy can be considered fairly good ; the rest were very 
weak. 

The majority of the pupils did not seem to be able to discri- 
minate between simple and difficult problems, the latter were 
often attempted, while the former were omitted ; this, together 
with weakness of construction, shows want of sound teaching. 
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Middle Grade. 

B. II. — Solid Geometry.— Giels and Boys. 

In the opinion of the Examiners the result of this examination 
is very poor, the greater number of candidates having received a 
low percentage of marks. The Examiners are pleased to note 
that one girl obtained the maximum number of marks for every 
question. 

On the whole the papers from the girls are better than those 
from the boys. In the former there appears to be more genuine 
effort to work the problem. Many of the boys appear to be 
utterly careless as to the result. A few, however, have obtained 
a reasonable percentage of marks, one candidate, coming very 
near the maximum. Apparently some candidates have not 
grasped the simplest notion of finding the elevation of a point 
from its plan ; and the method of indicating a section neatly by 
parallel lines is not understood. 

Shading from the Cast. — Boys and Girls. 

The work, as a whole, can only be considered fair, but one 
drawing done by a girl is of exceptional merit. Most of the 
candidates attempted too much in the time allowed, and. some 
were presented who evidently had little or no practice in 
shading previous to the examination. 



Junior Grade Geometrical Drawing. 

The work in this section cannot he considered satisfactory. 
There was a great want of neatness and accuracy. _ Moreover, 
the pupils do not seem to understand the definitions. I us 
noteworthy that out of the 824 papers examined, only one showed 
that the pupil understood that there was any difference between 
the diameter and the diagonal of a hexagon. Unfortunately 
the one who did realise the difference, was unable to make 
proper use of the knowledge. 

Very few understood the correct construction of a scale, and 
fewer still knew how to figure it. 



Outline from the Cast (Boys and Girls.) 



The drawing, on the whole, is fairly satisfactory. The two 
most noticeable faults are a want of knowledge of the construc- 
tion of a piece of ornament, and disregard of the instructions 
given as to what the student was required to do m the examina- 
tion In the first case, the want of the necessary knowledge 
resulted in the fact that the proper proportions of the various 
parts were not obtained, and no matter, how good the lme may 
be, without the proper sense of proportion existing throughout 
the work, the results cannot be .satisfactory. When a .piece o 
ornament enclosed in a panel is given, the outline of the panel 
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is often a help in setting out the ornament within. This fact has 
been overlooked in a great number of cases, and bad proportion 
can be attributed to it. 

In the second ease, the instructions were that the drawino- was 
to be larger than the cast, and yet, in many instances, it was 
made much smaller. 



Preparatory Grade. 

The work, on the whole, was satisfactory. In Freehand poor 
methods of setting out were common, many candidates began 
with details, and others completed one side before beginning the 
other. Wrong proportions almost necessarily followed. 

The elementary exercises in composition showed good promise. 
The chief faults were the smallness of the units employed in 
many cases, and the method of rubbing on coloured crayon. It 
is advisable to use larger units, and where coloured crayon is 
employed to apply it in parallel lines. 

James Brenan. 

Patrick O’Sullivan. 

R. A Dawson. 



Table I. — Showing the Number of Students who presented them- 
selves for Examination in the last ten years, respectively. 





Preparatory Grade. 


Year, 


1893. 


1894. 


1895. 


1896. 


1897. 


1898. 


1899. 


1900. 


1901. 




Boys, 


1,773 


2,129 


2,305 


2,378 


2,427 


2,420 


1,471 


1,378 


1,433 




Girls, , , 


492 


5£5 


619 


684 


714 


744 


406 


376 


495 




Total, . 


2,265 


2,654 


2,924 


3,062 


3,143 


3,164 


1,937 


1,754 


1,928 


m 



Junior Grade. 



Year, 


1893. 


1894. 


1895. 


1896. 


1897. 


1898. 


1899. 


1900. 


1901. 




Boys, . 


2,667 


2,721 


2,982 


3,078 


3,179 


3,307 


3,158 


3,081 


3,119 




Girls, . • 


857 


972 


1,011 


1,037 


1,090 


1,189 


1,119 


1,148 


1,181 




Total. . 


3,524 


3,693 


3,993 


4,110 


4,269 


4,396 


4,277 


4,229 


4,300 





Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 









Report of the Intermediate Education Board for Ireland, xxxix 



I. — Showing the Humber of Students who presented themselves 
for Examination in the last ten years, respectively — continued. 
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III.— Showing the number of Students who paaaed the Examination. 




• * n*\ t\,« number of students who passed with honours, (2) the number who passed without 
ject (1 ) , .. pvamined • also the proportion per cent, to those examined of those 



; alS ° th6 proP ° rti0ni,<!r " 



!rgi£y “ d w wh ° p— * withou ^ o " re s 
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Table IY.-Showing for each subject (1) the number of students who passed with honours, (2) the number who passed without 
honou^(3) the number who failed, and (4) the total number examined; also the proportion per cent, to those examined of those 
who (5) passed with honours, and (6) who passed without honours— continued. 



BOYS. 



Junior Grade. 


Honoub Subjects. 


Pass Subjects. 


i 

1 


i 


| 


i 


1 


I 


E? 

J 


‘I 

3 

1 

5 


I! 

P 


s 

1 


l 


| 


1 

I 


i 

I 


i 

Jl 


1 


I 

± 


| 


Passed with honours, 

. witaout honours 


2 


z 


1,026 


2 


828 


16 

39 


■» 


261 


1.269 


2,553 


> 


'■ 


1,781 


I 


l 'Z 


\ 


. 

101 

68 


218 


Total examined 

Proportion per oent. who pasted with honour*, 


IK 


1,681 




636 


w 




2,183 


610 


1,676 


2,692 


3 


1 


2,096 


869 


1,619 


33 


469 


638 


IT'S 


16-3 




176 


12-8 


239 

582 


660 


12'8 

17® 


206 

76fl 


91-8 


100' 


100- 


3 6 0 


76-2 


i 


21-2 




m 


Total per-centago passed, 




780 




m 


76-8 


821 


721 


907 


963 


WS 


109- 


100- 


860 


1M 


018 


21-9 




696 
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. honours, (3) the number wno ran . \ , • ( .i, llllt hononrs — continued. 

who (5) passed with honours, and (6) who passed without honon. 



BOYS. 



Kiddle Grade. 


■3 

I 


i 


•S 




IB SO 
•d 


! 


| 


j 

1 

3 

1 


i 

1 


| 

l 

W 


i 

3 


1 


j_ 


1 

| 


| 

A- 


I 

o 

! 

e 


1 

5 


s 




168 


206 

112 


GG 

£06 

106 


25 


216 


■ 






216 


709 


; 




472 


;; 


93 


2 


80 


48 






636 


477 


74 


739 


29 


729 


242 


401 


786 


* 




623 


i" 


170 




102 


83 


Proportion per cent, wlio passed with honours, . . 


261 


324 


13-8 

639 


69'6 


460 


41-4 


10-6 


H-9 


34-6 

60-9 


97-8 


60' 






69-8 


80-2 


— 


734 


57'8 


Total Per-centnge passed 


84-3 


82-4 


777 






” 


91-2 


964 


95-6 


97-8 


z_ 




90-2 


G9-8 


80-2 J 333 


731 


67-8 





• Honour paperB only. 
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who (5) passed with honours, and (6) who passed without honours-coitltnued. 



BOYS. 



Total In all Grades. 


HONOUR SUBJECTS. 


Pass Subjects. 


| 


s 


1 


t 


I 


I 


■§ 


| 

1 

1 

a 

s 


J 


& 

Ij- 

11 


| 

Ij 

|1 


1 

1 

| 

1 


| 


i 


i 

3 


I 

1 


f 

3 


£ 

1 


£ 

1 

I 

j_ 


a 

i 

§ 


| 

1 


f 


; ’ 


224 

662 


695 

1,876 


291 

807 


796 

601 


667 

8,616 


36 


228 

3,308 

1352 


391 

378 

80 


78 


28 


3,056 


6,735 

278 


2 




3,997 


732 


2327 

1,105 


214 

8 


92 


30 


82 


786 


Pro portion per cent, who passed 
Ditto, without honours, 
__ Total per-centage passed, . 




3,(77 


3,3(3 


tm 




192 


5,088 


852 


301 


62 


3,727 


6,013 


16 


* 


1,828 


986 


M32 




m 


39 


678 


1326- 


20*6 

61*2 


63*9 


8*8 

67*1 


12*8 

68*0 


iii 


18*7 


6*6 

86*0 


66*2 


70*1 


37*1 

65*2 


81*9 


956 


86*7 


100* 


82*8 


76*2 


71*9 


96*8 


80* 


23*1 


86* 


60*4 


716 


71*0 


75*9 


70*8 


- 


807 


69*5 


90*6 


96*7 


82*3 


96*0 


.95*4 


86*7 


100* 


82*8 


74*2 


71*9 


96*8 


80* 


23*1 




69*4 




— 


— 






Senior Grade only. 1 Honour papers only. 
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Tabie IV. — Showing for each sublet (1) the number of students who passed with ^jno.ire, (2) the 
honours, (3) the number who failed, and (4) the total number examined; also the pioportion per cer. 
who (5) passed with honours, and (6) who passed without honours— continued. 



iber who passed without 
, those examined of those 
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who (B) passed with honours, and (6) who passed without honours— continued. 



the number who passed without 
cml. to those examined of those 
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Taa IV. — Showing for ..oh «,bj.„l (I) «™l»r of **=■<■ trho ™. < 3 > 

boooio., (8) tbTraotar vto BOM, uut (4) tl.o total oumb.r «.o..«o4 i •!» «» property r»l. to «•» 
1 who (5) passed with honours, and (6) who passed without honours continued. 



GIRLS. 



senior Grade. 


HONOUR SUBJECTS. 


PASS SUBJECTS. 


■d 


.9 


t 


1 


1 


§ 

S 


i 

I 

3 


& 

s 

1.. 

ti? 

is 

o 


!„ 

|1 

i2 

c.g 


t 

i 


i 


4 

1 


fc 


6 

1 

1 


1 

■s 

| 


i 

1 


l 

S 




; 


“ 


;; 

; 


iO 


8 


26 

1 


37 


s 


66 


» 






02 


« 


12 

9 


: 








“IT 


“ m 




127 


61 


66 


13 


71 


127 


I 


- 


68 


16 


61 


- 


18 

88-9 


Proportion per cent, who passed with honours, . • 

Ditto, ditto, without honours. 

Total por-centage passed, 


- 


786 


106 


— 


686 


18-1 

111 


23-6 

676 


” 


77o 


109 


109 


- 


912 


766 


826 


- 




986 


936 


100' 


93-7 




999 


766 


1006 


,00- 


109 


_ 


916 


766 


82-3 




• Honour papers only. 
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who (5) passed with honours, and (6) who passed without honours— continued. 



GIRLS. 



“““““ 


HONOUR SUBJECTS. 


Pass subjects. 


| 


5 

3 


g 


4 

5 




§ 

ii 


| 

O 


| 

a 

1 

1 


I 

q 


4 

I 

li- 

st 

II 


g 

% 

3| 

g| 

:: 

tl 


1 

! 

1 

■9 

| 


1 


i 

I 


1 


i 

§ 


I 


V 

s 


5 

i 

l 


| 

I 


■d 

g 


a 

1 


„ without honours 


■ 


162 


r 


S3 


401 

1,488 


464 


18 

367 

295 


24 


13 




37 


z 


84 


■ 


1.622 

480 


■» 


2gg 


62 

6 


12 


424 

421 


63 

16 


622 






624 


2.026 


378 


2,276 


726 


680 


147 


55 


13 


1,141 




38 


> 


2,002 


!69 


928 


68 


16 


8« 


— 




Proportion per cent, who passed with honours, . 
Ditto, a»to, without honours,. 

Total percentage passed 


063 


26' 


72-3 


198 


- 




:: 


:: 


23-6 

673 


::: 


838 


q ,‘l 


89-5 


100- 


K 


811 


70*9 


912 


W 


601 


791 


n 


80- 




78-3 


82*7 


74-9 




m 


80fl 




96-7 


951 


89-5 


100' 


76- 


811 


709 


911 


78‘ 


601 


79-7 


72- 
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IYble V. Showing the number of Students to whom Exhibitions 

were awarded. 



— 


Sonior Grado, 1 


Middle Grade, 


Junior Grade, 


Total. 


£50. 


£40. 


£30. 


£25. 


£20. 


£15. 


£10. 


Boys, . 


15 


13 1 












189 


Girls, . . . 


9 


7 






m 






60 


GrotsS Total, . 


24 


20 




fl 


36 


■ 


50 


249 



Table VI.— Showing the Sub-divisions of Exhibitions between the 
different Groups. 





Classical Group. 


Modem 

Literary Group. 


Scionco Group. 


To' al. 


Total 

Boys 

and 




Boys. 


Girls. 


Bojs. 


Girls. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Girls. 


Senior Gra.db. 
£60 Exhibitions, . 


7 


2 


4 


7 


4 


_ 


15 


9 


24 


£40 Exhibitions, . 


5 


1 


5 


5 


3 


1 


13 


7 


20 


Middle Grade. 




















£30 Exhibitions, . 


7 


- 

1 


12 


6 


5 ! 


2 


24 


9 


33 


£25 Exhibitions, . 


i ® 




10 


8 


6 


2 


24 


10 


34 


Junior Grade. 




















£20 Exhibitions, . 


8 


- 


18 


G 


9 


- 


F 


6 


36 


£15 Exhibitions, . 


15 


- 


16 


11 


10 


- 


41 


ii 


52 


£10 Exhibitions, . 


9 


- 


24 


7 


9 


1 


42 


8 


60 


Total, , 


59 

‘ 


4 


84 


50 


46 

- 


6 


189 


60 


249 
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Table VII. — Showing the number of Students to whom prizes in 
boohs were awarded. (Rule 47.) 



— 


First 

Glass 

Prizes. 


Sooond 

Class 

Prizes. 


Third 

Class 

Prizes. 


Total. 


Boys : — 










Junior Grade, • • 


24 


35 


18 


77 


Middle ,, * 


26 


22 


19 


67 


Senior „ • * • 


16 


14 


16 


46 


Total, • • • 


66 


71 


53 


190 












Junior Grade, . • • 


6 


3 


4 


13 






6 


7 


22 
















7 


4 


25 


Senior .• ■ • 











Total, 


29 


16 


15 


GO 


Gross Total, « « 


96 


87 


68 


250 



Table VIU.-Sho^ tt. <'* l “‘“ > 



IUl 








— 





Greek. | 


Latin. 


English. 


Irish. 


Fronoh.j 


German. 


Italian. 


Spanish. 


Total 


Boys : — 

Middle Grade, £3, 
Senior » 

Total, 

Ginns: — 

Middle Grade, £3, 
Senior >, 

Total, • 

Gross Total, . 


5 

6 


6 

4 


6 

4 


6 

6 


7 

6 

*~iir 


4 

2 


1 

1 


- 


35 

29 


11 


* 10 


10 


12 


6 


2 


“ 


64 


- 


6 

5 


5 

6 


6 

5 


4 

5 


6 

5 


1 

2 


- 


28 

28 




11 


11 


11 


9 


11 


3 




56 


11 


21 


21 


23 


22 


17 


5 




120 



Table XX-ShowingJ^ nnmte^of ^denteto wkm 



BOYS, 

Gl»LS, 



Total, 



Senior. 


Middle. 


Junior. 


Total. 


n 


10 


10 


31 


5 


9 


7 


21 


’ 16 


19 


17 


52 
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Endowment) for the year ended 31st December, 1902. 

ACCOUNT. 



Balance on 31st December, 1902, • 

£ 


Securities. 

£ s. d. 

1,099,171 7 3 


Cash. 

£ s. d. 


1,099,171 7 8 


■SHI 


ACCOUNT. | 


Balance on 31st December. 1902, 


£ s. d. 
1,635 0 0 



ACCOUNT. 



£ 


s. 


d. 


282 


L9 


2 


155 


4 10 


100 


0 


0 


190 


1 


0 


44 


3 


3 


90 


2 


7 


0 


6 11 


2 


0 


0 


17 


1 


9 


3,221 


2 


0 


1,936 


4 


0 


188 


0 


7 


632 


0 


7 


64 12 


4 


268 


2 


2 


j 523 12 


G 


4,120 


5 


6 


68 


12 


4 


11 


19 


2 


3,867 


0 


0 


624 


6 


0 


370 


4 


0 


294 14 


6 


1,533 


9 


7 


812 


9 


5 


| 22 17 


6 


5,840 


0 


0 


4,980 


0 


O 


1,572 


O 


O 


936 


0 


0 


• 1 


- 





Payments. 

In respect of the year 1901 : — 

Administration — • 

Incidentals, ..... 
Printing and Stationery, . 

Co-st of Audit, 

Temporary Inspectors’ Remuneration, 

Do. Locomotive Expenses, 

Examinations — 

Printing and Stationery, . 

Petty Expenses, .... 
Minor Prizes, ..... 

Results Fees, 

In respect of the year 1902 : — 

A dministration — 

Permanent Salaries, .... 
Temporary Inspectors’ Remuneration, 

Do. Locomotive Expenses, 

Writers, 

Rent, ...... 

Printing and Stationery, . 

Incidentals, ..... 

Examinations — 

Examiners’ Remuneration, 

Do., Locomotive Expenses, 

Do., Incidental and Petty Expenses 
Centre Superintendents’ Remuneration, 

Do., Locomotive Expenses, . 

Do., Incidental and Petty Expenses 

Hire of Rooms, 

Printing and Stationery, . 

Petty Expenses, .... 

Locomotive do., .... 

Rewards — 

Money Prizes and Exhibitions, 1902 (nev 

Awards), 

Retained Exhibitions of 1899, 1900, & 1901. 
Preparatory Grade Prize Fund to Schools. 
Medals and Minor Prizes, . 

School Grant , .... 

Advances to Manager's of Schools, . 
Miscellaneous — 

Income Tax to be refunded, 

Balance, . . 



£ s. d. 



109 11 3 



6,833 14 2 



11,715 18 0 



13,328 0 0 
57,513 4 5 
1,635 0 0 

1,676 5 
17,869 2 6 



111,443 3 10 
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Table XII.— THE “BURKE MEMORIAL FUND.” 



Account for the Year ended 31st December, 1902. 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT. 

Government 2f per cent. Consols, £1,222 18s. lid. | Balance on Dec. 31, 1902, . . . .£1,222 18s. lid. 



Income Account. 



Balance on 1st January, 1902, . . . . 0 16 9 

6 Jan Quarter’s Dividend on 2$ per cent. Consols, 8 8 2 

5 ” "til 

5 July •55; 

6 Out, „ » 8 8 3 



Printing and Stationery, . 
Prizes (vide page x.), . 

Balance on Dec. 31, 1902, 



£ s. d. 
0 18 0 
33 0 0 
0 11 6 



£34 9 5 



£34 9 



5 
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Given under our Common Seal 
this 29th day of June, 1903. 




Present at Board Meeting when Seal was affixed. 



T. J. Bellingham Beady, 1 

Swift Paine Johnston, / Assistant Commissioners. 



% 
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NAMES OF THE COMMISSIONERS 

OF 

INTERMEDIATE EDUCATION (IRELAND). 



The Right Hon. Christopher P alles, ll.d., Lord Chief Baron of 
the Exchequer in Ireland, Chairman. 

The Right Hon. Mr. Justice Madden, m.a, ll.d., Vice-Chairman. 
The Right Hon. O’Conor Don, h.m.l., ll.d. 

Rev. W. Todd Martin, d.d., d.lit. 

David G. Barkley, Esq., ll.d. 

His Grace The Most Rev. William J. Walsh, d.d., Archbishop 
of Dublin. 

Samuel Dill, Esq., m.a., litt.d. 

Rev. T. A. Finlay, m.a., f.r.u.i. 

Right Rev. Gerald Molloy, d.d., d.sc. 

W. J. M. Starkie, Esq., m.a., litt.d. 

Rev. J. P. Mahaffy, d.d., mus.d., s.f.t.c.d. 

Francis A. Tarleton, Esq., ll.d., d.sc., s.f.t.c.d. 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS. 

T. J. Bellingham Brady, m.a., ll.d. 

Swift Paine Johnston, m.a. 
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Appendix I. 

Localities in which Examinations were held. 



BOYS. 



Localities 


No. of 
Centres. 1 


Localities. | 


No. of 
Centres. 


Armagh, . 
Athlone, . 
Ballaghadereen, 




3 

2 

1 


Killarney, 

Kilrush, 

Kingstown, ... - 


2 

1 

1 


Ballinasloe, 

Ballymena, 

Belfast, 




1 

2 

13 


Letterkenny, . 

Limerick, 

Lisburn, . . «■ » 


1 

7 

1 


Birr, 

Blackrock, . 
Callan, 




1 

4: 

1 


Lismore, 

Listowel, 

Londonderry .... 


1 

1 

4 






2 


Longford, .... 


1 






l 


Lurgan , 




Cashel, . • 




3 


Mallow, .... 




Castleknock, 

Cavan, 

Charleville, 




3 

2 

1 


Maryborough, .... 
Midleton, .... 

Mitchelstown, .... 


1 

1 

1 






1 


Monaghan, .... 


2 


Clongowes Wood. College, 
Clonmel, . . • 




3 

2 


Mount Bellew, 

Mullingar, .... 


1 


Clonskeagh, » « 




1 

1 


Naas, 

Navan, 


1 

1 


Coleraine, . 




1 


Nenagh, ..... 








11 


Newbridge, .... 


1 


Dingle, • 




1 


New Ross, .... 


1 


Doneraile, . . • 




1 


Newry, ..... 




Drogheda, . . . 




2 


Omagh, 


1 


Dublin, . 




25 


Portarlington, .... 


1 


Dundalk, . 




3 


Queenstown, . . . 


1 


Dungannon, 




2 


Rathmines, .... 


2 


Dungarvan, 




1 


Sligo, . ... 


1 


Emly, 




1 


Terenure, .... 


Ennis, 




3 


Thnrles, 


1 


Enniscorthy, 




1 


Tipperary, .... 


1 


Enniskillen 




1 


Tralee, ..... 


2 


Ennistymon, 




1 


Tuam, ..... 


2 


Fermov, 




3 


Waterford, . . 


3 


Galway, 




2 


Westport, . 


1 


Gorey, 




1 


Wexford, . , 


2 


Kells, 




1 


Youglial, . . ; 


1 


Kilkenny, . 




4 












Total, 


171 
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Joint Centres — Boys and Girls. 



Ab'teyleix, .... 


1 


Holywood, .... 


1 


Athy, 


I 


Longford, .... 


1 


Baltymoney, .... 


1 


Mountrath, .... 


1 


Bangor, , . . . , 


1 


Newbridge, .... 


1 


Clonmel, ..... 


1 


Raplioe, . . • • . 


1 


Coleraine, 


1 


Skibbereen, .... 


1 


Gookstown, . 


1 


Tullow, 


1 


Enniskillen, , 


1 


Total, . 


15 
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Appendix II. 



LIST OF SCHOOLS TO THE MANAGERS OF WHICH SCHOOL GRANTS WERE PAID IN 1902, AND 
AMOUNTS OF SUCH GRANTS. 

BOYS. 



LEINSTER. 
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List of Schools to die Managers of which School Grants were Paid in 1902, and Amounts of such Grants-conttn«ed. 
GIKLS. 



MUNSTER. 
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XjIUT of Schools to the Managers of which School Grants were paid in 1902. and Amounts of such Grants — continued. 

MIXED SCHOOLS 
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Ll8T of -ScHOOtH to the Manager* of which School Grants were Paid in 1902, and Amounts of such Grants-continued. 
MIXED SCHOOLS. 
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to the ItaBen ol »Uoli Solool Stmt. w„. Pul i» MM, Amount. of «ioi Groot^-.o»ii»™f. 
MIXED SCHOOLS. 
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List of Schools to the Managers of which School Grants were Paid in 1902, and Amounts of such Grants — continued. 

MIXED SCHOOLS. 

CONNAUGHT. 
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Appendix III. 



The Burke Memorial Prizes. 



A sum of money, subscribed in memory oftiie late Thomac Henry 
Burke, Esq., Under Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, was transferred 
by the Burke Memorial Committee, on 18th March, 1884, to the Inter- 
mediate Education Board for Ireland, who undertook to administer the 
Fund in accordance with the following Rules— (the sum funded is 
£1,222 18s. lid. Consols): — 



I The annual income from the fund shall be applied in paying three 
Prizes, one of £16, one of £10, and a second of £10 ; any surplus or 
deficiency to be apportioned in the same ratio. If, in the opinion of the 
Commissioners, sufficient merit be not shown by the Candidates com- 
peting to justify the award of any or either of the Prizes the amount 
of sucli Prize may be, at tke discretion of the Board, withheld and added 
to the principal. 



II No student shall be qualified to receive these Prizes except the 
children of persons who are or have been, in receipt of salary or pension 
in Ireland, "paid out of money derived from Parliamentary Grants, 
Rates or Taxes, other than members of the Naval or Military Services 
not being also in Civil employment. 



Ill The Prizes shall be awarded as follows : — that of £16 to the 
Boy whom, at the annual Examination in the Junior Grade among 
Stale Candidates qualified in the maimer expressed in the next preceding 
Rule, the Board shall adjudge to rank highest in answer mg ; One Prize 
of £10 to the Boy whom in the same Grade at such Examination^ the. 
Board shall adjudge to rank second among such persons in answering ; 
and the other of £10 to the Girl whom, at such Exammation m the 
same Grade, among Female Candidates qualifies in the manner aforesaid, 
the Board shall adjudge to rank highest in answering. 



IV The decision of the Board shall be final and decisive in deter- 
mining whether the Candidates fulfil the conditions of the third Rule. 



V. The Board may deduct all expenses connected with the trust from 
the yearly income. 
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[Copy.] 



No. 12625. 



Dublih Castlb, 

laf July, 1903. 



Gentlembk, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th 
ult., forwarding, for submission to His Excellency the Lord 
Lieutenant, the Report of the Intermediate Education Board for 
Ireland for the year 1902. 



I am 

Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed), J. B. DOUGHERTY. 



The Assistant Commissioners, 

Intermediate Education Office, 

1, Hume Street, Dublin. 



DUBLIN • Printed for His Majesty's Stationery Office. 
By A.-irr TEOH * Co. (Limited) 87, 88, & 89, Abbey-street. 
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